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Dear Ms. Meislin: 

This is a proposed amendment in response to the Office Action dated 
February 28, 2003. 

The applicants, in the interests of placing the application in form for 
allowance, propose the following amendments. 

Claims 94, 98 and 100 will be cancelled, without prejudice. 

Claim 93 will be amended to be in independent form as follows: 

93 A multi-functional hand tool comprising: at least one interchangeable tool bit member, opposed 
pliers jaws, first and second elongated handles having oppositely disposed first and second ends, 
said pliers jaws being operably disposed at said first ends, said first handle having opposed sides 
forming an elongated cavity, a bladed tool, and means for pivotably connecting the bladed tool to 
the first handle adjacent the first handle second end, a sleeve comprising a one-piece unitary 
construction formed with a tubular body having a closed-end and an open end, said open end 
being formed for removably operably holding said tool bit member, said tool bit member being 
disposed in said sleeve open end. means for pivotably fixedly connecting the sleeve adjacent 
closed end to the first handle adjacent the first handle second end so that the sleeve is non- 
removable whereby the sleeve and the toot bit member are pivoted from an operable position 
disposed away from the first handle to an inoperable position disposed in the first handle cavity so 
that the sleeve and tool bit are inoperably stowed in the first handle without having to remove and 
seoarately stow the tool bit member or sleeve outside the pliers first handle cavity thereby 
permitting ready alternate pliers or tool bit drive use, said tubular body being formed w«h a wing 
member having oppositely disposed flat surfaces extending away from the outside of the tubular 
body. 
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Claim 102 is added as follows; 

102. A multifunctional Hand tool comprising: at least one interchangeable tool bit member, opposed 
pliers jaws, first and second elongated handles having oppositely disposed first and second ends, 
said pliers jaws being operably disposed at said first ends, said first handle having opposed sides 
forming an elongated cavity, a bladed tool, and means for pivotably connecting the bladed tool to 
the first handle adjacent the first handle second end, a sleeve comprising a one-piece unitary 
construction formed with a tubular body having a closed-end and an open end, said open end 
being formed for removably operably holding said tool bit member, said too) bit member being 
disposed in said sleeve open end, means for pivotably fixedly connecting the sleeve adjacent 
closed end to the first handle adjacent the first handle second end so mat me sleeve is non- 
removable, whereby the sleeve and the tool bit member are pivoted from an operable position 
disposed away from the first handle to an inoperable position disposed in the first handle cavity so 
that the sleeve and tool bit are inoperably stowed in the first handle without having to remove and 
separately stow the tool bit member or sleeve outside the pliers first handle cavity thereby 
permitting ready alternate pliers or tool bit drive use, said tabular body being formed with a member 
having oppositely disposed flat surfaces extending away from the outside of the tubular body- 
Claim 102 tracks claim 93 and more clearly defines the term "wing" as set 
out in claim 93. 

The remaining objections to claim language under 35 USC § 1 12 will be 
corrected as suggested at page 2, of the outstanding office action. 

The claims now dependent from cancelled claim 98 will be cancelled or 
made dependent to claims 93 and 101. 

Harrison et al. (6,009,582) does not disclose, "oppositely disposed flat 
surfaces extending away from the outside of the tubular body" (claim 101) or a 
"wing member" (claim 93). Beran (2,980,996) does not disclose (i) "a tubular 
body" or (ii) "a wing member extending away from the outside of the tubular 
body". Beran disclose a rectilinear sheath of essentially the same thickness and 
configuration as the flat blade, as discussed in Beran at column 3, lines 20-21 . 

Insofar as the prior art Harrison et al. and Beran both teach away from the 
previously discussed limitations of claims 93 and 101 , it is submitted that the 
claims are in form for allowance. 
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